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Caring Canine Comforts
A dog named Josh, his

concerned owner,
and a friend bring comfort

to sick chi ldren.
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dght: Dr Randy Lafge and Josh
work togetherto help console

h0spiiaiized children. above: A plush
Josh comforts a hospitalized child.

Tanoxville letermarian Dr. Randy gan searching for awayto help. "As a rcluctant patient who needs abdomi-
I\ fange restlessly walked rhe vet,l dealwith animalpatients allthe nalsugery. "Kids identify with a -
hal1s of East Tennessee Chil&en's time who are frightened and car't ex- mals," Randy says. "By watching
Hospjtal after his daughter's tonsil- press their concerns,just like chil- Josh overcome his f€ars, ithelps chil-
lectomy. He noticed a surprising dren," he says. "I decided a book that drcn realize ihe hospital isn't such a
number of rooms along ihe coridor takes an animal through a hospital scary place."
held young children who were alone- experience -ver]'thing ftom X-mys Unsure what to do with his com-

'Anurse ioldme ihe children eere io blood\rcrk wouldbe a good way plekd manuscript, Randy appmached
'drop-ofs' kids whose parents, for to reassure kids and make their hos- Doug Lesher, a fellow Knoxvillian
a variety ofreasons, couldn't be with pital stays less frighteniry." who at the time worked iII the pinl-
them," Randy recalls. "I was shocked ing business- "When Randy asked
to discover that every day, in hospi- Comforting Words me to read the text, I knew inme-
tals all over the country, kids are left Unsuccessful at fnding this q?e of diately thai I wanted lo be part ofthe
to face things such as surgery or book, Randy decided to write his project," Doug says. Doug's wife,
chemotherapy all bythemselves." ofiL 171-Be O.K features the Large artist Betsy Tarpley Lesher, agreed

Haunted by the scene, Randy be- familyS golden retdever, Josh, as a to create whimsical illustrations for
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right: Children ai East Tennessee
Chi ldrens Hospitalreceive a plush losh
and a copyof Randy Lange's book,
I'llBe 0.K.

the book using a technique called
stamp art.

"Betsy uses color so well," Randy
says. "Her artwork gives the story the
sofl of wamlh I was looking for:'

Next, Randy and Doug designed a
plush version ofJosh to accompany
the book and selv.. as a conpanion
for hospitalized children- "our
thought was lhat when mom or dad
couldn't be there, a child could hold
Josh and not feel alone," Randy says.
The partnen wanted a cuddly, lifelike
plush retdever puppy. To get the coat
colorjust right, they sent a sampie of
the real Josh's fur to the malrufacturer.

0oggone Money Woes
As the partners' vision of the project
expande4 so did their expenses.
"We're just iwo dads and a dog,"
Randy says, "There was no way
Doug and I could flud this ourselves.
But we've found that every time
we're plodding along not surc which
rray to go next, a door always opens."
Adds Doug: "Randy and I are both
very strong in our faith. We believe
we've been led to do this."

The duo (along with their four-
fooied accomplice) apFoached sev
eral organizations 1br help. A ma.jor
door swung open in 1999 when
Baycr Animal llealth (maker ofAd-
vantage flea prodlLcts) agreed io fund
the start lLp and ope(aiing costs for
the projecl's first year Since then,
Joshco, LLC, and its mission have
been embmced by the American Vet-
erinary Medical Association as well
as the Children's Mimcle Network,
an alliance of 174 children's hospitals
across the nalion.

To date, morc than 28,000 books
and plush animals have comforted
children a&und the coruty. Yet Randy
quickly notes "more than I ? y, million
chil&en were treated at Children's
Miracle Network hospitals last year, so
rr still have a lot ofwork to do."

ln several communities, hospitals

"...every day, in hospitals all over
the country, kids are left to face things

such as surgery or chemotherapy
all by themselves. "

Randy LanEe cacreatar ol Joshca

provide the books and plush puppies
to patients ftee ofcharge, thanks to
the generosity of local corporate
sponsols. In Knorville, for example,
realtors Rich and Patty Levenson,
owners ofRI/l"[AX Prcf-erred Prop-
erties, sponsor a golf tournament
each spdrg to tund the Josh project
at East Tennessee Childrent Hospital.

The project continues to expand
nationally. "Itl a win-win situation,"
Doug says, "The sponsoring com-
pany is associated with a very posi-
tive sause, and the money they raise
directly helps children in their own

right: Veterlnarian Randy Lafge clrecks
olt  a pat ient at  Lange AnlmalHospita
in Knoxvi l le.
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losh ,aunts renrive as adults pass by, bur the
As otten as possible, Randy and moment a child appears, his tail wags
Doug take the reai Josh to hospitals an enthusiastic greeling. As one
to comtbft children. T|cy also carry whcclchair-bound child approaches'he spccial Jog ro .rorn -nd pe \
medicil ard\er- -uy Walching him.5,( re.rn.her

;;ijij;ili": Joshovercom. ::ifl.'iXji.
word about rhe hiS feafS, it heipS into a bis smile.
Pruiecr. ".losh LooL Rnnd\
tor<. ro uor(... cn d ren reanrze .r, . ".ia"g ,;_Raid).r).. N4osr the hOSpital isn t sard rbe pair.
o l  l r e  l ' ne  ' r e .  l bx r i sh )  ueao
ouf family pcl, SLlCn a this.Ir's all abour

l,..,..lilo"l: scary place." .:jl;..","^
danna. h< Lnou. Fdld- La.e" -
ill showtime." For morc infor-

Whcrl theyle home in Kroxville, mation, call (865) 675-6064, e-n1ail
Josh, Randy, and Doug regularly vis- info@,joshandfriends.com, or visit
it East Tennessee Childrcnt Hospital. [.!vwjoshandfriends.cot11. To order
The amiable dog renains polire ly at, call toll-free l-871-455-2365.

below, lef t :  A smil ing pat ent hugs her plush losh and basks in the proxim ty 0f
the real losh. bel0w, r ight:  Cofounders ofJoshC0, Doug Lesher (standifg)and
Randy Lange conier at LangeAn malHospitz.
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